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ENGINEERS AND PUBLIC WORKS PROFESSIONALS ENCOURAGE 

MINNESOTANS TO REQUEST INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING  

Raise Our Grade, Minnesota website gives them the tools  

 

Eden Prairie, Minn.—The American Public Works Association/Minnesota Chapter (APWA-MN) and 

MN2050 have launched a statewide, nonpartisan, nonpolitical initiative called Raise Our Grade, MN. The 

initiative empowers Minnesotans to help make infrastructure improvement a priority in their congressional 

districts. 

  

Amy Grothaus, president of APWA-MN, said that Raise Our Grade, Minnesota was designed to engage 

Minnesotans in the grassroots effort. “Elected officials have been receptive to our pleas for infrastructure 

investment, but they are not hearing from their constituents,” she said. “We need people to contact their 

representatives and express their support for better roads, safe drinking water, storm sewer 

improvements and other infrastructure projects that matter to them.” 

  

At the website (raiseourgrademn.org), visitors can type in their zip code to be directed to a page about 

their congressional district. There, they can fill out an email form that will be sent to their district’s 

legislators. By connecting Minnesotans with their representatives, APWA-MN and MN2050 aim to move 

the urgent need for infrastructure funding to the top of the state’s (and, consequently, the federal 

government’s) to-do list. The site also allows users to read real stories of infrastructure issues and see 

lists of urgent district-specific projects. 

  

Raise Our Grade, Minnesota was created by civil engineers and public works employees who are 

concerned by the 2018 national infrastructure report issued by the American Society of Civil Engineers 

(ASCE). ASCE gave Minnesota an overall GPA of C. The report revealed substandard infrastructure that 
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is not meeting public safety standards. “Minnesota’s roads—something people in all parts of the state 

likely use every day—received the lowest grade of all the assessed categories of infrastructure,” said 

Grothaus. “The D+ grade indicates serious deficiencies that affect our safety, add to our commute times 

and have a negative impact on our economy. There is a cost associated with delaying infrastructure 

projects. The more our system deteriorates, the more expensive it is to repair. Infrastructure failures are 

extremely costly.”  

 

The aim of Raise Our Grade, Minnesota is to increase the public demand for safe infrastructure by giving 

people all over the state the tools they need to speak to their legislators. By speaking up about 

infrastructure funding, Minnesotans can improve their quality of life, grow local economies, keep up with 

international competitors, respond to climate change and prevent the life-threatening risks of 

infrastructure failure.  

  

To learn more about Raise Our Grade, Minnesota and infrastructure needs in Minnesota’s eight 

congressional districts, visit raiseourgrademn.org or contact Russ Matthys, PE, Public Works Director for 

the City of Eagan, at 651-675-5646 or RMatthys@cityofeagan.com. 

###  

The Minnesota Chapter of the American Public Works Association includes more than 1,000 members 

from across Minnesota, representing both private and public industries, working together to advance the 

public works profession and advocate for the needs of the public works infrastructure. 

MN2050 is a collaborative partnership for infrastructure advocacy.  
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