
 
 

PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMITTEE  
March 7th , 2025 

My Burger 
1330 Wayzata Blvd E, Wayzata MN 55391 

 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

In attendance: 
Alan Offerman X Conner Deur  Lauren Letsche X 
Alex Jordon  Hannah Delker X Mackenzie Grunig  
Bob Moberg X Helena Beikircher  Russ Matthys  
Chuck Schwartz X Jen Selchow X Tim Johnson X 

 
Minutes taken by:   
  

1. New Business: 
a. New PAC Member: Hannah Delker - WSB 
b. Volunteers 

i. Hamline University Business Student? 
1. Committee felt that if we have someone who is willing to volunteer 

then we would take volunteers.  When it comes to championing an 
event however, committee felt that it should be either a committee 
member or another APWA MN member.  

 
2. Equipment Inventory 

a. Banners & Tablecloths 
i. Kent Exner, Apex Engineering  

1. Has updated banners and table tents that were used at MRWA 
Conference in St. Cloud on March 4th  

ii. Russ Matthys, City of Eagan 
1. Has Careers banner tablecloth and feather flag that were used at a 

career fair in Cannon Falls, MN on March 4th  
b. Enviroscapes – Lauren Letsche 

i. Returned to Chuck to keep  at MSA 
ii. Need to purchase more sanding sprinkles, Kool Aid, and hot chocolate.  

1. Lauren will purchase items and have sent to MSA for Chuck to put with 
the enviroscapes. 

c. APWA Shirts – MSA 
i. Chuck will inventory shirts and bring inventory to next meeting.   

ii. Put in another order in June to update inventory of sizes.   
3. Reoccurring STEM Events 

a. Work with Mary to get STEM calendar on APWA website  
i. Will reach out to Mary to follow up on this.   

b. Champions 
i. Looking for additional champions for upcoming events 

 



4. Past Events 
a. January 7 & 8, Creativity Festival, U of MN 

i. Asphalt Cookies 
ii. Champion: Jen Selchow and Alan Offerman (all SparkPath events) 

iii. Volunteers: Alex Jordan, Helena Beikircher, Mackenzie Grunig, Tim Johnson 
1. Update from volunteers: good attendance from students, heard a lot of 

positive feedback from students as well as 
moderators/teachers/parents attending 

b. January 18, Future Cities Judging Competition 
i. Champion & Volunteer: Helena Beikircher 

1. Update from Helena: I was able to recruit quite a few volunteers last 
minute. Was overall a great event with good attendance. I do think that 
having a volunteer list to pull from would be very helpful. At the very 
least, we should be sending a list of upcoming events asking for 
volunteers to the volunteer coordinator (Michael Kirsch) to be sent out 
to as many people as possible. 

c. February 8, Tech Fest in Bloomington 
i. Champion: Lauren Letsche 

1. Update: The snowstorm kept people away in the morning but there was 
a good turn out in the afternoon.  It was a successful event!  

ii. Volunteers: Lauren Letsche and Mackenzie Grunig 
d. February 22, Introduce a Girl to Engineering 

i. Working with DEI on this event 
ii. Event has been postponed to a date in April 2025 (TBD) due to lack of 

volunteers. 
e. March 4, Future Forward Career Fair 

i. Champion and Volunteer: Russ Matthys 
1.  

a. Update from Russ: The career fair in Cannon Falls was well 
organized (by Future Forward) and well attended.  While 3 
hours in length, most of the 1200 students were there for the 
first 2 hours.  A lot of good conversations and introductions to 
public works employment.  The time went fast. 

5. Upcoming Events 
a. March 28, Science and Engineering Fair, St. Paul River Centre 

i. Champion: Alex Jordan 
ii. Volunteers: Alex Jordan and Alan Offerman 

iii. Discuss activity – Water Tower Set Up? 
1. Plinko activity was discussed, this could be a good activity to use.  Could 

Enviroscapes be used as a dry display in coordination with the Plinko 
activity.  Chuck & Allan to coordinate.   

b. April 15, People of Color Career Fair, Minneapolis Convention Center 
i. Champion: _________ 

ii. Consider working with DEI? 
1. Lauren to reach out to DEI committee to see if 

coordination/collaboration for this event is possible.  
iii. Have not previously attended 

c. May 1, STEMLink, Hennepin Technical College 
i. Champion: Jen Selchow and Alan Offerman 

ii. Volunteers:  
d. TBD, STEMLink, Anoka Tech and Dunwoody 



i. Champion: Jen Selchow and Alan Offerman 
e. TBD, John Marshall Career Fair, Rochester 

i. Lauren to reach out to Outstate committee to see if coordination / collaboration 
for this event is possible.  

ii. Champion: _________ 
iii. Contacts: Mike Schnell mschnell@ssc.coop 

Erin ervasquez@rochesterschools.org 
iv. Have not previously attended  

f. Attached Reoccurring Stem Events  
 

6. Executive Committee Meeting recap 
a. 2028 PWX 

i. MN Science Museum Exhibit.  
1. A separate committee needs to be formed to focus solely on this.   
2. APWA New Initiatives Committee opportunity is a potential program to 

consider for this.  Mitch will investigate further to see if this could 
coincide with 2028 PWX.  A separate meeting to discuss this opportunity 
in more detail is appropriate.   

3. Get Acquainted Party? 
4. Timeline would be set for getting the pieces in place.   

7. DEI Committee Collaboration 
a. Connected with Shibani Bisson, Chair of the committee to collaborate on 

participation/volunteer opportunities at APWA – MN outreach/STEM events/job fairs.  
b. Committed to volunteering at Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day once it is rescheduled 

in April.  
 

8. South St. Paul School District 
a. Russ had a good meeting in January 
b. Tri-District Center for Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS - IGH, So St Paul, W St Paul, 

Mendota Hts, Eagan) and South St. Paul Secondary (Career, College and Internship 
Coordinator).   

c. Many events APWA could participate in 
d. Encouraged a representative to join our PAC to get the insider scope on events and help 

champion 
i. Is there any interest from someone at this event to join out committee to help 

assist with event and champion them?  
9. 2025 Goals 

a. Advocate for Public Safety  
b. Enable a Viable Workforce 
c. Facilitate Public Advocacy/Funding 

 
10. Budget 

a. Current Budget 
i. $800 - Food & Beverage  

1. Chuck to inform Pat that we will likely exceed our food budget this fiscal 
year  

ii. $8,100 - Program Expenses – State Fair/STEM Day/Fall Maintenance Expo/Civil 
Engineering Day  

1. $500 for State Fair my be under this fiscal year. 
a. Application for State Fair is typically in May. 
b. Alex Mollenkamp has completed the application in the past.  

mailto:ervasquez@rochesterschools.org


2. Unofficially split up into 3 buckets 
a. $3,600 – Communications Committee Printing & Materials plus 

Banner/Booth Materials 
b. $1,000 – Outstate Conference Exhibit Space and Registration 
c. $3,500 – State Fair/STEM Day/Fall Maintenance Expo/Civil 

Engineering Day 
iii. Attached Spreadsheet  

b. Next Years Budget – July 2025 to July 2026 
i. Food & Beverage 

1. Do we need an increase?  If so, how much?  $1,000? 
a. Committee agreed that a request to the Food & Beverage Line 

item for 2025 – 2026 to $1,000 seemed acceptable.   
 

11. Open Forum 
 

12. Next Meeting 
a. June 6, 2025 

 
13. Adjourn 
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