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2009 APWA Congress in Columbus, Ohio

Approximately 40 strong, made the trip from Minneapolis

to Columbus, Ohio, to attend the 2009 APWA National
Congress.

We had another strong showing at the Awards
Ceremony and brought home six national awards.

Thanks to Mark Hansen, Amy Grothaus, and the Awards

Committee for their hard work in helping our Chapter
land these awards, and thanks also to all the award
recipients for their achievements:

e APWA Project of the Year Award for the 1-35W
Bridge Construction in the Category of Disaster/
Emergency Construction > $75 million: Mn/DOT
(Beverly Farraher) and Figg Engineering Group
(Linda Figg).

e Harry S. Swearingen Corporate Award for
Chapter Service: Fall Plows (Jim Owens).

e Exceptional Performance Award in the
Category of Safety for Saint Paul Public Works
Department’s Response to the Republican
National Convention: City of Saint Paul (Bruce
Beese).

e Donald C. Stone Award for Excellence in
Education: Mike Marti (SRF Consulting Group).

e Exceptional Performance Award in the Category
of Adversity for the City of Hugo’s Response to
the May 25 tornadoes: City of Hugo (Scott
Anderson and Chris Petree).
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(Left to right) Beverly Farraher (Mn/DQT), Linda
Figg (Figg Engineering Group), Jim Owens (Falls
Plows), Bruce Beese (City of Saint Paul), Mike
Marti (SRF Consulting Group), Chris Petree (City
of Lakeville), Scott Anderson (City of Hugo), Mark
Hansen (SRF Consulting Group), and Dan Gage
(APWA-MN President)

¢ Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence
(PACE) Award: Accepting on behalf of APWA-
MN, Mark Hansen (SRF Consulting Group) and
Dan Gage (APWA-MN President).

Following the awards ceremony, we had a small but
energetic reception at O’Shaughnessy’s Public House.
During this reception, members made contact with
the local Minnesotans who stayed behind and could
not attend the Congress but who organized their own
reception at the Sunshine Factory in New Hope, and
exchanged pleasantries and photos of both locations.
Thanks to SRF Consulting Group for hosting the
reception in Columbus.

The Chapter dinner was held on September 15 at
Rigsby’s Kitchen. Dinner was in the adjacent Sherrie
Art Gallery in an attempt to bring a little culture to the
group. A lively and festive time was had by all, and the
phrase of the night was, “You break it, you buy it.” The
food was excellent and a good time was had by all.

(Please see pages 6-7 for more photos.)

Submitted by Dave Hutton
APWA-MN Vice President

Recipient of the AWPA Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence 2005-2009
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| Calendar of Events

Oct. 15 Sign Retro-Reflectivity Webcast
City of Bloomington

Nov. 4 Executive Committee Meeting

Nov. 5 Sign Retro-Reflectivity Webcast
City of Bloomington

Nov. 18 Fall Workshop
Brooklyn Center, MN

Nov. 19 2nd Annual APWA-MN Bowling
Tournament

Brooklyn Center, MN
Nov. 19-20  Fall Conference
Brooklyn Center, MN
Dec. 10 Executive Committee Meeting

2010 Events:

March 20 Feed My Starving Children Event
Chanhassen, Coon Rapids or
Eagan

For the latest information or to register for
training opportunities, visit the APWA-MN
Chapter website at minnesota.apwa.net.

Chapter email woes...

Some of you have indicated you are not receiving
emails or announcements from the Chapter. Here are
two of the most common causes and remedies:

1. Your company or agency firewall and virus
software blocks what looks like a spam message.
Please talk to your computer or IT staff and make
sure that our chapter administrator is designated as
a safe sender (APWA-MN Chapter Administrator
[kwarren@usinternet.com)).

2. If you change jobs, retire, or get a new email
address or office location, etc., make sure to visit
the APWA website — Members Only. Make your
changes under “Member Tools” at www.apwa.net/
account/contact.asp. Only you can access your
personal information!
Feel free to contact
either Kathy Warren or
Joel Schilling if you
have questions.

Save the
Dates:

e Registration is now open for the APWA-
Minnesota Chapter Fall Workshop &
Conference, November 18-20, at the Earle
Brown Heritage Center in Brooklyn Center.
Register online at www.cce.umn.edu/confer-
ences/mpwa; or contact Clair Daley at (612)
624-3492 or cceconf3@umn.edu. For exhibitor
information, contact Kathy Warren at kwarren@
usinternet.com. This year’s agenda includes
presentations by APWA-MN Chapter members;
a lively kickoff session with Mike Veeck, owner
of the Saint Paul Saints, author, and motivation-
al speaker; StarTribune Roadguy columnist, Jim
Foti; the University of Minnesota’s Solar
Decathlon project; and much morel!

e  Chapter members will again have the chance
to help pack food for the world’s hungriest
children during the 2010 Feed My Starving
Children volunteer event. Mark your calendar
for March 20, 6-7:30 p.m., and plan to help
at either the Chanhassen, Coon Rapids, or
Eagan location. Watch for more details in the
Chalkiine and on the APWA-MN Chapter web-
site at minnesota.apwa.net.

Chalkline is a quarterly publication of the Minnesota
Chapter of the American Public Works Association
(APWA-Minnesota Chapter). Publication dates are March,
June, September, and December. Articles for the Winter
2009 issue may be submitted for consideration by
November 27 to Kathy Warren at kwarren@usinternet.
com. Past issues of the Chalkline are available in PDF
format on the MPWA web site at minnesota.apwa.net.
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Chapter members tour solar-powered house

The University of Minnesota is competing in a “Solar
Decathlon” competition. For the first time ever, the
University submitted a proposal and won the opportunity
to compete against 19 other universities from around the
world to design, build, transport, and operate the most
attractive, effective, energy-efficient, solar-powered
house.

In September the house was torn down and transported
east to the Mall in Washington, D.C., where it will be
reconstructed and hooked up to the electrical grid for
the competition to be held October 9-18.

Once in place, the houses and teams are scored on 10
competitions. The ten competitions include subjective
contests such as: architecture, market viability, engineer-
ing, lighting, design, and communications. The objective
contests are: comfort zone, hot water, appliances, home
entertainment, and net metering.

On August 6,
Ann Johnson,
PE, dean of
Construction
Management at
the U and proj-
ect manager,
and Shengyin
Xu, student team
manager and
master’s of
Sustainable Design student, shared information about
the house with 24 APWA-MN Chapter members.

Craig
Hohensee,
student team
construction
manager, then
gave a tour of
the house,
named “lcon.”
The team has
framed and
sheet-rocked
the house and
installed most
the windows, but still need to finish the interior.

According to Ann, “We’ve already received great support
from industry and the public, but we need more. The
total budget for the entire project is over $1 million,
which includes the house, transportation for the house
and team to Washington, D.C., faculty and staff support
time, and tools and infrastructure. There are many
opportunities to support the project, including donating
time or money. This is really the first time we’ve been
able to reach out to industry to get involved in a student-
run, practical project at the U of M.”

“This project is doing more for the University student
than any other project that | know of by having students
of the different disciplines work together as they do once
they graduate. This will teach them more than most text-
books” said Gary Brown, one of the tour attendees.

To learn more, visit www.solardecathlon.org.

Submitted by Shannon Tyree
APWA-MN Outreach Committee

APWA-MN holds two outstate conferences

APWA-MN hosted two, outstate, one-day conferences
in September.

The first Annual Public Works Conference (South
Central) was held September 9 at South Central College
in North Mankato. Approximately 30 attendees gleaned
information on traffic sign retroreflectivity, pavement
preservation techniques, leadership and management
issues, and snow and ice control. Participating commu-
nities included St James, Worthington, Mankato,
Lafayette, Loretto, Nicollet and others.

On September 10, the second Annual Public Works
Conference (South East) was held at Rochester
Community & Technical College in Rochester.

APWA-Minnesota Chapter ==

Participating communities included Hastings, Owatonna,
Chatfield, Kenyon, Elgin, Pine Island, and others.
Speakers touched on the same topics as those
discussed at the Mankato conference.

The goal of the outstate conferences is to target smaller
area communities that have very limited budgets and/or
time available to attend conferences in the metro area.
Both conferences were deemed successful in reaching
these smaller communities and providing up-to-date
information to attendees.

Submitted by Mike Cousino
APWA-MN Outstate Director
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APWA-MN Chapter Delegate Report (April-August 2009)

Following are highlights of recent Minnesota Chapter
activities:

Spring Conference. Our annual, two-day May confer-
ence attracted 136 attendees, down 23 percent from
previous three-year average, and netted a profit of
$1,095. Twenty graduates from the Chapter’s Leader-
ship Academy were honored in a ceremony.

Financials and Membership. On July 15, our Chapter
had a net worth balance of $106,552. By June 30,
membership was 891 or nearly exactly the same as at
the end of 2008.

Chapter Sponsorship Program. The Chapter’'s new
annual sponsorship program for member firms, vendors,
and organizations resulted in 28 sponsors and $15,450.
This is slightly more than the budget revenue estimate.

Two, new Education Programs. The Chapter’s
Education and Training Committee worked with
surrounding technical colleges on two new programs
this September: A Civil Engineering Technology Program
and a Public Works Maintenance Technician Program.

Minnesota 2050. The second organizational meeting of
the new Minnesota 2050 task force took place in July,
with a good turnout and enthusiasm from the leaders of

various statewide public works organizations. A website
domain name (Mn2050.0rg) has been purchased by
APWA-MN. A mission statement will be adopted along
with creating an organization framework at its next meet-
ing this fall. (See President’s Message, page 3.)

Chapter Bylaws Amendments. In early August, the
Chapter submitted bylaw amendments to APWA for
review and approval.

WeArePublicWorks.org. The Minnesota Chapter has
started a Group on this social networking site. (See Idea
Center, page 7.)

SE and SW Minnesota Workshops. On September 10,
the Minnesota Chapter sponsored the second annual
workshop in Rochester with 60 attendees. On Sept-
ember 9, we sponsored the first annual public works
seminar in Mankato with 35 attendees. (See page 4.)

APWA Award Submittals. The Chapter and members
garnered six of the 15 entries for national awards from
APWA at Congress. (See page 1.)

Submitted by Joel Schilling
APWA-MN Delegate

Treasurer’s Report (Sept. 30, 2009)

I. ASSETS

a. Cash/Bank Accounts
HCFU Savings

MPWA Checking

MPWA Money Market
Petty Cash

Total Cash/Bank Accounts

b. Investments
APWA Merrill Lynch Fund

Total Investments
Total Assets

Il. LIABILITIES
OVERALL TOTAL

12/31/08 9/30/09
$5.03 $5.04
$4,294.35 $5,553.18
$25,696.04 $34,427 .61
$438.07 $130.70
$30,433.49 $40,116.53
$55,361.43 $62,858.15
$55,361.43 $62,858.15
$85,794.92 $102,974.68
0 0
$85,794.92 $12,974.68

Submitted by Mark Maloney
APWA-MN Secretary/Treasurer

SR e minnesota.apwa.net S e



APWA-MN award winners Mark Maloney, Dan Gage, and Dave Hutton

Beverly Farraher and Linda Figg Larry Frevert and Dan Gage

Enjoying the reception at O’Shaughnessy’s
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APWA Congress: Chapter dinner and Stadium tour

Dave Hutton welcomes Chapter members

Gathering for the APWA-MN Chapter dinner

APWA-MN Chapter dinner in Sherrie Art Gallery
at Rigsby’s Kitchen

Ohio State Stadium in Columbus, Ohio

APWA-MN members tour the stadium
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IDEA CENTER

Enhancing public works services through the use of social media

At the 2009 APWA Congress, the use of social
media was one of the key topics of discussion. In
this context, social media is defined as the use of
internet websites such as Facebook, Linkedin,
and Twitter. The “Enhancing Public
Works Services Using Social Media”
presentation (subtitled, “iGoogle, Do
You Tweet?”) was based on a study
completed by the Emerging Leaders
Group at the direction of the APWA
Board of Directors.

~

The Minnesota Chapter continues to |
investigate new opportunities for
reaching out to the public works
community and to our constituents. To this end, we
have been exploring ways to enhance our services

through better communication.

We began by completely redesigning the Chalkline
newsletter. We have also been working on updating
our Chapter website, although the limitations of the
APWA website template have slowed our progress.
We have also been deliberating about which social
media options to support and develop as a Chapter.

This same evaluation process is evident with APWA,
the City Engineers Association of Minnesota
(CEAM), and many other groups.

The above-noted APWA study looked at several
social media options, including Facebook,
MySpace, Twitter, SecondLife, WeArePublicWorks.
org, and APWA InfoNow. The group ultimately rec-
ommended using APWA's WeArePublicWorks.org
(WRPW) “Ning”-based site, Twitter (a microblog),
and APWA'’s InfoNow (a members-only email net-
work).

CEAM has recommended that its members utilize
the League of Minnesota Cities discussion groups
and member forums.

-

Some communities (i.e., Edina and Minnetonka) are
now using Twitter to let their “followers” know when
new project updates, minutes, or other community
information are available on their websites.

APWA-Minnesota has set up a group on
WeArePublicWorks.org that offers mem-
bers the opportunity to engage with each
other online and share ideas about what is
working in their communities.

" Mark Maloney of Shoreview has utilized
' WeArePublicWorks.org, YouTube, and

other web-based media to provide

— updates and videos of the city’s cutting-
edge pervious concrete pavement project.

As Mark has noted, although these communication

tools are still in their fledgling stages, they are an

important part of a larger, integrated communication

plan.

Next steps. APWA-MN needs your help and opin-
ions in moving forward towards a larger, integrated
communication plan that includes an improved
Chapter website and evolving social media focus.

The Communications Committee will be considering
setting up sub-committees and/or task forces to
look at these areas in more detail. We need people
with the experience and desire to help us both in
the short-term and the long-term.

Please consider helping the Chapter in this effort by
contacting me at jrodeberg@sehinc.com. Let me
know what area of interest you have (newsletter,
website, social media, or all) and whether you'd like
to be involved short-term (task force) or long-term
(subcommittee or committee). You can also contact
me through LinkedIn and WeArePublicWorks.org.

Submitted by John Rodeberg
APWA-MN Communications Committee

Have a good idea to share with your colleagues? How did you solve a problem?
From simple fixes to complex solutions — please share your strategies.
Email your contributions to Kathy Warren at kwarren@usinternet.com.

APWA-Minnesota Chapter i immmasisis iy



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Catching up with John Flora

| was lucky enough to catch up with John Flora in
August between his trip to Hawaii and his trip to Mexico.

John’s education and career path were atypical for most
public works employees. He graduated from
UW-Madison with a degree in light building, earned his
bachelor and master civil engineering degrees from
Oklahoma State University, and his master’s degree in
teaching from Pepperdine University.

John served in the Army Corp of Engineers from 1960
to 1980 and was stationed in Korea; Vietnam; Germany;
West Point, NY; Virginia; Oklahoma; and Fort McCoy. He
credits the army with his ability to get things done with
limited resources.

He was public works director for the City of Fridley from
1980 to 2000, and taught classes for the North
Hennepin Community College Public Works Certificate
Program for many years. John was APWA-MN president
in 1986 and served on the Executive Committee for four
years. He also served as APWA Director for Region VI
for seven years (1989-1995), and was an APWA Top Ten
Leader of the Year in 1994.

What activities or interests keep you busy? Travel,
golf, and skiing. In addition to Hawaii and Mexico, Jan
and | have visited the Czech Republic, Poland, Italy, and
Germany. We spend time each winter in Bonita Beach,
Florida, and get together with other “Fridlians” every
Super Bowl party. We see the neighbors more in Florida
than in Fridley. We have two granddaughters, 9 and 12,
in Columbus, Ohio, and see them as much as possible
whenever we need a “kid fix.” Jan and | celebrated our
50th anniversary on August 8 in Cicero, lllinois, with our
extended family.

Why and how did you become involved in APWA-
MN? | joined because | believed interacting with others
in the field was important. We worked with each other to
solve problems. MPWA offered opportunities to make
those connections.

What benefits do you think APWA-MN provided,
both professionally and personally? | met people,
grew professionally, and had an impact politically.
Members are aware of innovations and opportunities,
and have mutual interests that provide for educational
and professional contacts. Everyone in public works
should be a member. | helped organize MERC (Metro
Engineers Racquetball Club). We had team members
from BWSR, DNR, Mn/DOT, and cities. MERC provided
an opportunity to know people in different organization,
which facilitated the exchange of ideas and project
accomplishments.
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What are some of your best memories of APWA-MN
activities? Camaraderie at chapter activities and pro-
grams. Wives used to participate in activities during con-
ferences, which provided family connections and deeper
friendships. Many of our friends today are the couples
we got to know at the conferences.

Do you recall some of the big issues or initiatives?
State aid and watershed issues. Spending state aid
money on local streets and setting up the Six-Cities
WMO. We also tried to improve the employment and
educational opportunities for the Chapter by getting the
University of Minnesota to promote public works.

What was your greatest challenge in public works?
The City Council!

What was your greatest reward? Satisfaction of get-
ting things built and getting a job done economically. In
Fridley, we started a street reconstruction program and a
program to maintain and upgrade water wells, reser-
voirs, tanks, and our filter plants. We also tried new
things, like stabilizing the banks on Stonybrook and Rice
creeks by using recycled tires. This was possible
because of working relationships with other agencies.

What changes have you seen in public works? Better
equipment to facilitate public works activities like the
Portapatcher. Preventive maintenance being curtailed
because of lack of funds.

What challenges do you see facing public works?
Money. And communicating to the public that mainte-
nance needs to be done.

How do we encourage public works as a career?
Many people just fall into public works. It needs to be
promoted as a career choice in civil engineering pro-
grams. Courses could cover public relations, municipal
organizations, budgets, funding projects, dealing with
state and local governments, and getting things done.
Young retirees could become involved in the education
process and share their experiences if the colleges
offered such programs.

Any advice for current public works directors? Be
aggressive about getting things done and help people.

Submitted by Kathy Young
APWA-MN History Committee & Past President

minnesota.apwa.net sessissmisss sy s basmoiity. 9
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Golf Outing attracts new members, raises scholarship funds

The 27th Annual APWA-MN Summer Golf Outing was
held at Indian Hills Country Club in Stillwater on July 20.
This year, the event was designated as a membership
drive to attract potential members to the local APWA
chapter, as well as a fundraiser for scholarships to be
provided to local students.

We recruited several new
members to the organization
and raised $2,500 for scholar-
ships, which is especially sig-
nificant in these challenging
economic times when financial
aid is more important as ever.
The event continued to be one
of our most popular, with a full
roster of 144 golfers register-
ing within two weeks of the
notice, and an additional 26
members joining us for the
evening banquet.

As in the past, this year’s event yielded fantastic support
from our local member sponsors. On behalf of our
Chapter, | would like thank our sponsors for their gener-
ous financial support and unique contributions. As a par-
ticipant, | can say that the refreshments provided by
many of the sponsors were greatly appreciated on a
warm summer day.

Thanks also to this year’s volunteers: course sponsor,
Jack Simonson; emcees, Lane Christianson and Mike
Marti; registration desk attendants, Mark Kasma, Jim
Owens, Greg Stonehouse, and Kathy Warren; and our
door prize runners, Boyd Paulu and Shannon Tyree, who
were kept busy right up to the end of the banquet.

If you get the chance at the APWA-MN Fall Conference,
please recognize these individuals for their efforts.
Without their help, we could not put on such a great
event!

APWA-MN Membership Committee (left
to right): Mark Kasma, Shannon Tyree,
Jason Sprague, Greg Stonehouse, Lane
Christianson, Boyd Paulu, Mike Marti

In addition, | would like to thank our gracious hosts at
Indian Hills, including Jeff Weber, Tom Nelson, and Tracy
Olson. Every year they have worked extremely hard to
put on a great event for our Chapter, which makes it so
easy for us to come back to their facility.

(Left to right) Jane Krebsbach, Mindy Hoeschen,
Michelle Julius, and Lisa Basile

Based on the increasing popularity of the event, we will
continue to review the potential need to move to a larger
golf course with 27 holes. It would be difficult to leave
Indian Hills, but we hate turning foursomes away when
the event fills up so quickly. As always, we welcome
members’ opinions on such a move.

If you have any suggestions to help improve the event,
would like to offer your assistance, or would like to join
the Membership/Activities Committee, please contact
Jason Sprague at (612) 741-5411.

Thanks again and we’ll see you next summet!

Submitted by Jason Sprague
APWA-MN Summer Golf Outing Chair
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News Around Town

Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services,
Inc. (AE2S)

Senior Project Manager David Brown, PE, has earned
the U.S. Green Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Professional
Accreditation.

Zach Maruska has been hired as a design engineer in
the Great Falls, MT, office. Maruska is originally from
Warren, Minn., and earned his bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering at North Dakota State University (NDSU).
He is currently completing his master’s degree in envi-
ronmental engineering at NDSU.

Aaron Vollmer has been hired as a design engineer in
the Moorhead, Minn., office. Vollmer is a native of Maple
Grove and earned his bachelor of science degree in civil
engineering from North Dakota State University.

American Engineering Testing (AET)

Andrew Edlund recently received licensure as a profes-
sional engineer in Minnesota. Edlund, a geotechnical/
construction engineer for AET, passed the Principals
and Practices of Engineering Exam administered in
April 2009.

Braun Intertec

James P. Bonner, PE, has been hired as a senior project
manager and geotechnical engineer for the Hibbing
office. Bonner has more than 15 years of geotechnical
engineering experience and has worked in the Grand
Rapids and Hibbing area since 2003.

CH2M HILL

A wetlands specialist/environmental scientist has been
transferred to the Mendota Heights office from CH2M
HILLs Milwaukee, Wisc., office. Dana West is in the
Industrial Services Business Group and has expertise in
conducting environmental field surveys, wetland delinea-
tions, habitat assessments, and plant surveys.

Foth Infrastructure & Environment

Three staff members have been added to the
Minneapolis/Saint Paul office: Thomas Madigan, PE, is a
civil engineer with more than 31 years of experience in
all aspects of consulting engineering and project man-
agement for public and private sector clients; Dennis
Postler, PE, is a civil engineer with more than 20 years
of experience in municipal and transportation engineer-
ing as well as consulting firm operations and manage-
ment; and, Dale Tranter is an experienced business
development, engineering, and planning professional.
He has directed all aspects of marketing, client services
and sales for consulting firms in Minnesota and through-
out the Midwest, with bottom line responsibility for profit/
loss of key offices and client portfolios.
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Howard R. Green Company

HR Green has completed its acquisition of SEC Group,
Inc., an lllinois-based engineering and planning firm. The
lllinois operations of the combined firm will be known

as SEC Group, Inc. / An HR Green Company; and the
management of SEC Group will assume significant lead-
ership roles in the combined organization.

McCombs Frank Roos Associates, Inc.

The principals of McCombs Frank Roos Associates, Inc.,
led by their President and Chief Executive Officer Sirish
Samba, have purchased 100 percent ownership of
McCombs Frank Roos Associates, Inc. The majority
ownership of the company was previously held by a
private equity firm.

Thatcher Engineering, Inc.

Paul Steward, PE, has joined the firm as vice president
of Structural Engineering. He has more than 20 years

of structural engineering design and construction experi-
ence providing services to local, regional and state
governments, regional and federal agencies, architects,
attorneys, engineering firms, manufacturers and com-
mercial businesses, private companies, and industrial
clients.

WSB & Associates, Inc.

WSB is pleased to announce staff appointments to the
Ownership, Associate, and Technical Associate Groups.
These appointments demonstrate WSB'’s continued
commitment to build on existing success and support
the increasing challenges and efficiencies of the engi-
neering and environmental industry. Andrea Moffatt and
Jupe Hale have been jointly appointed to the Ownership
Group. Appointed to the Associates Group are John
Mackiewicz and Jack Forslund. The first staff members
appointed to the Technical Associates Group include
Chuck Kochmann, Dave Vincent, Jeff Michniewicz, Merl
Jewell, Mike Malszycki, Mike Molitor, Pete Helder, Phil
Tipka, Rick Hauser, Scott Niemann, Ted Witkowski, and
Tim Cartony.

Nathan Stanley, PE, has become a LEED-accredited
professional.

Share your news in News Around Town

All APWA-MN member agencies, firms, and departments
are welcome to share their latest news. Please contact
Kathy Warren at kwarren@usinternet.com.
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