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On behalf of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Public Works Association,
I am writing to thank you for signing Executive Order 20-02, authorizing the
temporary closure of Minnesota K-12 public schools to students in order for
school administrators and teachers to make long-term plans for the continuity
of education and essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic. As
advocates for our communities, our members have pledged to protect our
children as part of our public works responsibilities.
I also wanted to thank you for including as part of Executive Order 20-02 the
requirement that schools provide care for elementary-age children of health
care professionals, first responders, and other emergency workers during
previously planned school days to ensure Minnesota’s first line of defense
against COVID-19 can stay on the job.
On behalf of the more than 1,000 members of the Minnesota Chapter of the
American Public Works Association, with over 30,000 nationally, we affirm the
clarification that you are using the federal definition of first responders as
defined in the U.S. Homeland Security Presidential Directive, HSPED-8[3]:
“The term "first responder" refers to those individuals who in the early stages of
an incident are responsible for the protection and preservation of life, property,
evidence, and the environment, including emergency response providers as
defined in section 2 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. § 101), as
well as emergency management, public health, clinical care, public works, and
other skilled support personnel (such as equipment operators) that provide
immediate support services during prevention, response, and recovery
operations.”
During this current emergency, public works professionals across the state will
ensure the safety and well-being of all Minnesotans. We will continue to provide
safe drinking water, ensure the collection and treatment of sewerage, plow
snow from public streets and highways, safely manage the transportation
systems, and maintain the emergency response vehicles and equipment. It is
reassuring to know that these first responders will also have their children’s
care provided so that they may stay on the job as our first line of defense.
With the help of extraordinary leaders like you and with the determination and
fortitude of all first responders, I believe that we will successfully overcome the
challenges of this present emergency. Thank you for your guidance and
support during this difficult time.
Sincerely,

Russ Matthys, PE
APWA-MN Chapter President
P.O. Box 46266
Eden Prairie, MN 55344-9712

