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Project Nominated:  

Managing Agency:             
Contact Person:             
Agency Address:             
Agency Phone Number:            

Project Design Firm:             
Project Construction Administration Firm:          
Project General Contractor:            

Name of Person Making Nomination:          
Phone Number:             

Criteria for Nomination
• Project must be substantially completed by October 31, 2019. 
• Includes use of innovative construction management techniques and completion of the project on 

schedule.
• Maintained excellent safety performance and safety program throughout construction.
• Evidence of strong community relations during all project phases.
• Consideration given to the environment. Sustainable design techniques involved.
• Unusual accomplishments given adverse conditions.
• Provides future value to the public works profession and perception by the public.
• Additional considerations such as value engineering, innovative project financing, multi-agency 

coordination and participation.

Reasons for Nomination: Describe the project with the aspects and features of the project 
that fulfilled any of the applicable criteria listed. (Include description on a separate page.)
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Fernbrook Athletic Fields



PROJECT INFORMATION

The Fernbrook Athletic Fields Complex is located at the intersection of Fernbrook 
Lane and 99th Avenue NW, conveniently situated next to district and community 
athletic facilities such as Crimson Stadium, the Maple Grove Sports Dome, and 
several ballfields and sports courts.

This new multi-use athletic facility will serve as a practice facility for Maple Grove 
sports associations and schools and as a regional tournament quality venue for 
soccer, football, and lacrosse. The 19-acre Fernbrook Complex will be able to host 
community gatherings and will be available as a rental facility for resident and 
corporate events.

The project was completed on schedule. Project features include four full-size lighted 
synthetic turf fields for soccer; football and lacrosse, team practice and warm-up 
area; public park including a multi-age playground, plaza, picnic pavilion, restrooms, 
and concessions; space and facilities for community events, food trucks and other 
gatherings; and ample parking (245 stalls) for facility use, including high school 
student parking during off-peak complex hours. On August 20th, our team gathered 
together with the client, project partners, and the community to celebrate the ribbon 
cutting for this project (pictured below).

Location
Maple Grove, MN

Opened
August 20, 2019

Key Features
Lighted Turf Fields
Playground
Restrooms
Concessions
Parking
Picnic Pavillion
Community Space
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The Fernbrook Athletic Fields project was profoundly 
important to the City of Maple Grove. Prior to the project, 
the condition of the exisiting turf fields were poor. The 
fields degraded during the wet weather season and, over 
time, became unplayable. The usership was high and the 
need for an adequate playing surface was high. 

The City of Maple Grove developed a system plan for parks 
and recreation and during the process, they identified 
a need for tournament-level facilities in the community. 
The City saw it as an opportunity to bring people to town 
and create recreation opporunities for youth. Through 
a successful grant application, patnerships with other 
school districts and athletic associations, the City was 
able to fund the project and build something that will serve 
the needs of the community for years to come. The City 
hired the team of Stantec, Hoisington Koegler Group Inc. 
(HKGi), and RJM Construction (RJM) to bring their vision 
to a reality. 

Stantec provided all civil engineering; stormwater 
engineering; architecture; building engineering services 
including structural, mechanical, electrical and plumbing; 
sports facility design; and landscape architecture (inside 
the fence). Stantec worked in association with HKGi on 
site planning and design. HKGi provided services related 
to general site landscape architecture, playground and 
planting design. RJM provided construction administration 
and general contractor services. 

Environment and Sustainability
Stormwater treatment and environmental sustainability 
are integral components of the Fernbrook Fields project 

design. The playing fields are composed of artificial turf 
with amended sandy soils and an underdrain so that the 
surface of the fields drain quickly. These amended soils 
provide both filtration and stormwater storage (in the 
amended soils pore space), thus cleaning stormwater 
runoff and reducing peak flows off the field. 

This is important, as much of the site drainage discharges 
to stormwater ponds and adjacent wetlands. In addition to 
the playing field design, parking lots on site are designed 
such that runoff routes via tree trenches to a filtration 
basin on site. The tree trenches provide multiple benefits – 
they provide shade and habitat, are aesthetically-pleasing, 
and provide stormwater treatment. 

Value Engineering
Due to the size and complexity of the project, preliminary 
construction cost estimates were above the project 
budget. Stantec worked with the Construction manager 
and the owner to reduce costs without reducing the feel of 
the final project. 

Key Benefits
• The new synthetic turf provides for better playing 

conditions during wet (or hot) weather
• Full lighting extends practice into evening hours
• Ample parking provides for safer pick-up and drop-off
• New capacity allows for expanding programs to 

additional ages and sports
• Complex provides new community gathering space

"The City of Maple Grove in partnership 
with the local youth athletic 
associations and under the guidance 
of a tremendous consultant team has 
developed a regionally significant and 
beautiful athletic facility. The design 
blends the highly engineered synthetic 
turf playing surface, that’s responsive 
to intense weather conditions providing 
playability under normally unplayable 
conditions, with attractive support 
amenities delivering the ultimate 
practice, game and tournament venue.  
The City of Maple Grove is very proud 
of the new Fernbrook Fields Athletic 
Complex."

Chuck Sifter 
City of Maple Grove






