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 

Without additional funding the state 
highway system will see little but 
maintenance and preservation of 
existing pavement and bridges 
 

Future revenue for transportation is 
very uncertain – federal Highway Trust 
Fund is in trouble, future fuel 
consumption will go down 

Why Does It Matter? 



 

MnDOT Construction 
Program 



 

Last 10 Years of 20 –
Year Plan 

Green represents 
maintenance and 
preservation 



 

 
 

Receipts, Outlays, and Balances of 
the Federal Highway Trust Fund 
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 

Transportation Needs Dedicated, Long-
Term Funding 

The Legislature and Governor Need to 
Support Increasing Taxes to Support 
Transportation 

One-time funding is helpful but not 
sufficient 

Fuel Tax, Registration Tax, Motor Vehicle 
Sales Tax all constitutionally dedicated 

Legislation Is Needed 
to Increase Funding 



 
Increase ¼ cent metro sales tax by ¾ cent to a 

full penny and expand to all 7 counties 

 Estimated to generate $335M annually – 10% 
dedicated to bike/pedestrian facilities 

 

 Initially for transit and bike/ped only – amended 
to allow some flexibility in use of funds for roads 

 

Revenue shared between CTIB  
 and Metropolitan Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transportation Funding 
Bill (HF2395/SF2107) 



 

Dedicate 100% of sales tax on leased 
vehicles to transportation 

 

  Currently first $32M deposited in GF and 
remaining funds split 50/50 Greater MN transit 
and Ring counties 

 

 Initial proposal: 70/30 split between 
 transit and roads amended in  
committee to 60/40 split 

 

MVLST 



 

Wholesale Tax on Fuel 

New 5% tax on average 
annual wholesale price of fuel 
Generates $370-$390M in new 
revenue 
 

Gross Receipts Tax fits 
language in the Constitution 
dedicating the funds  
 

Revenue increases as price 
increases 
 

No more hidden than current 
fuel tax 
 
 



 

Corridors of Commerce 
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 

Dedicate $16M annually of federal funds to 
bike and pedestrian investments in Greater 
Minnesota 

 

Demand for Safe Routes to School and 
recreational trails remains high 

Dedicate Federal Funds 
to Bike/Ped 



 

Potholes grab people’s attention. Need to make 
the issue real and compare cost of auto repair 
versus increase in user fees 

Legislators want to fund pothole repair – House 
bill has $15M for counties and cities, directs 
$10M of existing THF dollars to potholes 
 

It’s Not the Weather – It’s the Infrastructure! 

Potholes!!!!! 



 

GO Bonds for Local Bridge Program and Local 
Road Improvement Program – this year funded 
with cash 
 

Growing recognition of needs on local system 
– Over $900M in identified road and bridge 
projects 
 

Senate priorities: Housing, Higher Ed, 
Transportation 

One-Time Money  
Bonding & Cash 



 

New Campaign 

A Major Public Relations effort is needed to raise 
awareness and visibility for Transportation 
 
New allies are needed to build political support 
 
We Need EVERYONE to get involved 



 

More than 180 organizations, 
associations  

and businesses and still growing… 



 

Polling 

Constituent Contact 

Media Reports 

Voter and Party Activist Opinions 

 

How do we convince the public that 
raising taxes will provide value? 

Legislators Listen to the 
Public 



 
How does transportation impact people’s 

daily lives? 

Congestion 

Traffic crashes 

Auto Repair Costs 

Cost of car ownership 

Choices for getting around 

 Living situation/Location 

Goods and services delivered 

People Care About 
Their Daily Lives 



 

People don’t know how transportation 
dollars are spent and want more 
information 

 

Voters support ballot initiatives when they 
see a list or map of projects 

 

We have to be able to tell people and 
legislators how additional dollars will be 
spent as specifically as possible 

What Do People Get 
For Their Tax Dollars? 



 



 
 



 



 
 



 
Media – Editorials, Stories, Letters to Editor, Press 

Conferences 

Grassroots Organizing – Telephone Townhall 
Meetings, Postcard Campaign, online petitions, 
social media, Transportation Day at the Capitol – 
March 13th  

Advertising – radio ads, billboards, smaller 
newspapers 

 Lobbying – Paid lobbyists, constituent meetings 

Strategies 



 
Campaigns need money 

Campaigns need committed advocates 

Campaigns need allies 

 Legislation needs champions in the legislature and 
support from the Governor 

 Attend Candidate Forums! 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

 

It All Depends on 
Resources 



 
 

Prepare For Victory! 



 

Margaret@transportationalliance.com 
 
 

www.transportationalliance.com 

http://www.transportationalliance.com/

