Right of Way —
What Engineers Need to Know
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“Private property shall not be taken for
public use without just compensation
therefore, first paid or secured.”

- Minnesota Constitution Article 1 Section 13
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Background

Road Construction

« New Alignment

- Widening

« Culvert Extensions

e Turn lanes or Bypass Lane

- Any item outside of the existing right of way /w)
Compensation
- Appraisal

Background



MnDO'T Right of Way Process

Two ways to acquire the property

Direct Purchase
- Agreed upon amount with landowner
Eminent Domain

- Acquired the property through the courts

R/W Process



MnDO'T Right of Way Process

Titles
Sketches/Maps
Field Title

Appraisal

Purchase Documents
Offer

Negotiate

- Agree — sign warranty deed
- Disagree — condemnation — final certificate

R/W Process



Issues

Access
Medians
Drainage m
Gravel

Visibility

Construction-Related Interference

Issues



Issues

Access Medians
- Altering access or - Can be closed or
closing access constructed
- Need to provide - Falls under the State’s
reasonably convenient police power to
and suitable access regulate travel

Issues



Issues

Drainage Gravel

- Does not get involved - Two existing cases In
in many hydraulic NE and SE Minnesota
design issues involving gravel in

- Court case focused on appraisal value
volume, continuity and - State does not
permanency of the typically compensate
water flow for gravel or dirt as

- Problems may not part of an acquisition
show up for years —
tort claim

Issues



Issues

Visibility Construction-Related
- Landowners adjacent Interference
to the right of way is - Usually argued when
not guaranteed a the route to the
constant flow of traffic property is circuitous
- If the newly acquired and arduous
parcel blocks the - Has to be specific to
remainder property, the property
then damages can be
awarded

Issues



Background

R/WProcess = Issues
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Case Study
Trunk Highway 63 — Pre-Construction
Case Study



Case Study — Parcel 25
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4% of land was e

permanently taken
Access was altered
Improved the dikes
around Willow

Creek
Visibility was

improved




Case Study — Parcel 25

Second Taking
Incorrect
Construction Limits
Acquired another 8%
Cost more per square

foot

Interference
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Recommendations

Involve Right of Way personnel early

Access
- All parcels need access
« Very important to all owners

Verify construction limits/x-sections
Time

Recommendations



Thank you.

Julie Groetsch
MnDOT Land Mangagement
Central Office — St. Paul

651/366-3488
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