
State Rail Plan-  Minnesota’s Freight and 
Passenger Rail Vision

•Awarded 2010 
National 
Transportation 
Planning 
Excellence Award 
from the U.S. DOT 
and the American 
Planning 
Association in July 
2010

• First statewide 
freight and 
passenger rail 
plan developed 
in Minnesota

•Extensive public 
involvement

•Submitted to 
FRA in February 
2010



• 4 Class I Railroads
• 16 Short Line Railroads
• 4500 Route Miles
• 250 Million tons/year
• Rail moved 38% by weight, 

14% by value of all freight in 
MN – significantly more 
than US average

• 8th Highest Rail Miles in 
Nation

• 25-40% growth by 2030

Current Rail System



*

Freight Vision
• Rail is a critical part of the state’s multimodal freight system, 

and provides connections to key markets beyond the state
• Many of the state’s major industries rely on freight rail
• A strong rail system supports

– Economic development 
– Environmental sustainability 
– Preservation of the publicly owned roadway 

infrastructure
– Business marketability of the State  

• Therefore, Minnesota should strive to develop a balanced 
multimodal freight system which can respond to increased 
regional and international economic competition, 
constrained highway capacity, environmental challenges, a 
diverse customer base and rising energy costs



Passenger Vision
• Forecast shows population and employment growth in the 

state will continue to increase demand on the state’s highway, 
air, bus systems

• Availability of new federal funds for rail investment creates a 
unique opportunity

• Global and national economic and environmental trends are 
likely to increase fuel costs and impose controls on 
greenhouse gas emission

• Therefore, Minnesota should develop a robust intra- and 
interstate intercity passenger rail system which results in 
improved travel options, costs, and speeds for Minnesota and 
interstate travelers



Minnesota Freight Moves by All Modes 



Competitive, Efficient Transportation 
Enables Major Industry in Minnesota

• Iron Ore and Minerals Extraction (90% of U.S. 
Taconite Production)

• Agricultural Production – Major U.S. Production of 
Corn, Soybeans, Sugar Beets

• Energy – Ethanol Production, Coal, Oil, and Gas 
Distribution

• Manufacturing
• Lumber and Building Products
• Retail and High Technology Products 



Rail Freight – a Minnesota necessity
• Average rail freight carload trip, 62.5 tons for 

800 miles (truck, 9.5 tons for 500 miles)
• Half of all ton/miles in state produced by rail, at 

1/5 cost of trucking
• Rail ten times safer than truck per mile traveled
• Rail ten times more fuel efficient than truck per 

mile
• Container freight links MN to world markets



Freight Railroads – MN Asset
• MN enjoys 8th largest mileage among states
• 40% growth projected through 2030
• 95% privately owned, incl. all infrastructure
• 3,500 employees; above average wages,  benefits
• Pays significant local & state property tax; plus 

income taxes, sales taxes, fuel taxes 



Bottlenecks: challenges to economy

• Hoffman Junction – east of St. Paul
• Minneapolis Interchange – Target Stadium, 

Mississippi bridge, Minneapolis Junction
• St. Anthony Junction & Minnesota Commercial
• Northtown yard to Coon Creek Junction
• St. Louis Park Interchange
• River Bridges – Robert St., Pigs Eye, Br. 14, 

Savage, Nicollet Is., Short Line, Hastings, Prescott



 
 


