
City of Red Wing Levee Park 
Dock Improvements



Project Highlights

• Expanded commercial dock facilities at 
Levee Park to meet demand of increased 
passenger riverboat traffic docking in Red 
Wing, MN

• Added a new segment to the riverfront 
trail system

• Improved pedestrian connection between 
downtown Red Wing and Levee Park

• Replaced limestone storm sewer tunnels 
under Levee Park

• Replaced failing masonry harbor wall in 
Vogel Harbor



Challenge: Increase dock space 
and accommodate multiple 
concurrent riverboats

Solution: Extend existing dock 
wall and create space for a 
floating dock that does not 
encroach into channel



Challenge: Optimize green space to provide 
places to enjoy panoramic views of working 
waterfront

Solution: Strategic use of paved facilities —
created shared street for vehicle traffic, 
bicycles, and pedestrians



Construction and Schedule

• Construction split between Winter 
and Summer
• Lower river levels in winter conducive for 

sheet pile wall and tunnel construction

• Remainder of typical earthwork and paving 
done in typical construction dates of April 
through October

• Severe flooding in Summer 2019 
caused 6 month delay



Community Relations

• Public Advisory Committee meetings included representatives from:
• Red Wing Port Authority

• Red Wing Harbor Commission

• Red Wing Historic Preservation Commission

• Red Wing Chamber of Commerce

• Red Wing Visitors and Convention Bureau

• Downtown Main Street Inc.

• Red Wing Marine Museum

• Red Wing Grain

• Archer Daniels Midland Company (ADM)



Environmental Considerations 
& Sustainability
• Primary consideration was potential impacts to 

Mississippi River, including:
• Flood elevation due to encroachment on floodway

• Mussels living in river

• Hydraulic analysis and mussel survey completed to mitigate 
these concerns



Accomplishments under Adverse Conditions

• Some construction 
work completed during 
prime riverboat season in 
Red Wing

• Temporary pedestrian 
and vehicle routes 
established throughout 
construction zone to keep 
port functioning



Public Benefit of Project

• Increased capacity at Red Wing port for 
multiple commercial vessels to dock 
simultaneously, primarily riverboats

• Amenities added in Levee Park including:
• Riverfront promenade

• Recreational boat docking facilities

• Extension of Riverfront Trail

• Repairs to stormwater tunnels



The City’s Team (from L to R): City Capital Investment Program 
Coordinator Ron Seymour, City Engineer Jay Owens, City Engineering 
Director (retired) Ron Rosenthal, City Deputy Director Public Services 
Lynn Nardinger.
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